
Circle Whitsundays Experience 2011
Trip Journal - by Geoff Simmons

22 August 2011 - We travelled to Abel Point Marina with 
a following sea and protected much of the way be South & 
North Molle Islands, the trip was okay.  

All berthed and readied for the welcome dinner at Peppers 
Airlie Beach Resort.  Joining for dinner was the Sydney 
crew of ‘Bellagio’ a beautiful 58 Sports Yacht skippered by 
Peter Daly and his all female crew of Stephanie, Liz and 
Helen.

23 August 2011 - Departing the Marina once again the crews travelled 
with a following sea to Woodwark Bay and the SWW continued.  
Woodwark Bay is a fantastic anchorage in the South Easterlies and the 
strong winds had virtually no affect upon the fleet.  

Rod & Julie delivered buckets of prawns and superb bottles of wine, on 
ice, to all the boats for lunch.  As happens on  Riviera boating 
experiences, it wasn’t long before all the crews took their lunch supplies 
and gathered on  one boat.  This occasion it was on ‘Bellagio’.

24 August 2011 - Due to the continuing SWW it was 
decided to stay in Woodwark Bay.  A beach BBQ was the 
order of the day and again superbly cooked by Rod.  Spud 
& Pebbles (2 canine members of the ‘Double Trouble’ crew) 
entertained a couple of local canines on the beach and it 
seemed even a couple of local small reef sharks wanted to 
get in on the fun, as they cruised ever closer to the shore. 
A great time was had be all!

25 August 2011 - The SWW was cancelled and the fleet set out for 
Gloucester Passage at 9am.  Near Saddleback Island a pod of whales passed 
by.  Nearing Gloucester Passage, Rod pointed out a great route for catching 
mackerel and lures were deployed.   It wasn’t long and ‘Bellagio’ claimed 
the first catch.  A little good ribbing followed as the rest of the fleet 
remained without a touch.

After passing through the passage we were surprised to see the usually 
quiet anchorages at Montes Echo Resort were a hive of activity with about 
75 boats anchored there.  The members of the Shag Islet Cruising Yacht 
Club were holding their annual regatta.  They turned out to be a great 
group of boaties and all of our crews joined to become “Vice Commodores” 
before we left.  

26 August 2011 - After a specially prepared breakfast at 
the Eco Resort where most selected the “Riviera Hangover 
Special”, a little fellowship with the “Shaggers & Shagettes”, 
the fleet left for Bona Bay on Gloucester Island.  

Again ‘Bellagio’ was the boat to get among the fish and 
pulled in 5 spotted mackerel.  That resulted in a lavish meal 
for all on ‘Bellagio’.  A great party!

27 August 2011 - The morning was active with some of 
the team kayaking to Breakfast Bay also on Gloucester 
Island.  Don’t know how it got it’s name because there 
was definitely no breakfast available.  The fleet left Bona 
Bay and arrived at Armit Island for a lunch stop.  Armit, 
a good weather stop, has a beautiful beach and several 
went ashore to swim and explore the ample fossils.  After 
lunch the fleet moved in convoy to Nara Inlet for the final 
night.

28 August 2011 - A slow start as happens after a 
Riviera raft-up party, but eventually all were on the bow 
for the “Knot Tying” session.  Rod took the group through 
the most common and useful knots for boats and explained 
the appropriate time and place to use each knot.  Almost 
as hilarious as some of the party antics performed the 
night before, were the efforts of some crew members to 
actually follow Rod’s examples.

The raft-up broke up about lunch time, and a lot of happy 
crews went on their way.  Again the Riviera Family feeling 
filled everyone.  When is the next one?
   

As it happened for a while, the music competed with the Australian vs 
New Zealand rugby union match.  Grant was the only Kiwi in the group until 
a few gate crashers arrived from a nearby anchored yacht.  That increased 
the Kiwi contingent confidence and as they do, the Haka was performed on 
the swim platform of ‘Double Trouble’.  As Spud & Pebbles are predominately 
black, they were required to sit with the visiting Kiwis during the match.  A 
racuous evening and Grant’s spoon playing was not only popular, but 
vigorous.  Unfortunately for him, it didn’t help the Kiwi team and left him 
to nurse a bruised leg for a few days thereafter.

The group dinner was at Montes Resort on the beach and we 
were joined by Ross & Liliana of ‘Daydream’ a Riviera 38.  

After a beautiful dinner the group travelled in a tender 
convoy to eventually find their respective boats among the 
vast array of anchor lights.

Mick & Sharon O’Phee on ‘Schmick’ a silver 47 enclosed arrived to join in 
the raft up.  Food production went into overdrive as the girls produced a  
curry banquet and Jimmy Buffet gear arrived on decks for the theme party.  
Jan of ‘Serentiy’ was awarded special mention for the JB glasses, specially 
acquired for the party.
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Like Geoff, if you would like to join us & other Riviera owners
on our next Experience, then please contact us today!

Shop 7, Raby Bay Harbour
152 Shore Street West

Cleveland QLD 4163

P: 07 3286 6590
F: 07 3286 6592

E: admin@rivierabrisbane.com


